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Happy Mother’s 
Day to all moms, 

moms-to-be, 
grandmas, sisters, 

& aunts 
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Saint Fact: Philip Neri.    Feast Day: May 26 
Patron of Rome 
 
If one had to choose one saint who showed the humorous side of holiness that would Philip Neri. 
 
Born in 1515 in Florence, he showed the impulsiveness and spontaneity of his character from the time he 
was a boy. Seeing a donkey loaded with fruit for market, the little boy had barely formed the thought of 
jumping on the donkey's back before he had done it. The donkey, surprised, lost his footing, and donkey, 
fruit, and boy tumbled into the cellar with the boy winding up on the bottom! We don't know anything 
specific about his conversion but during these hours of prayer he decided to leave worldly success behind 
and dedicate his life to God. There are stories of him wearing ridiculous clothes or walking around with 
half his beard shaved off. The greater his reputation for holiness the sillier he wanted to seem. 
 
 In his footsteps:  
We often worry more about what others think that about what God thinks. Our fear of people laughing us 
often stops us from trying new things or serving God. Do something today that you are afraid might make 
you look a little ridiculous. Then reflect on how it makes you feel. Pray about your experience with God.  
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